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Orientation for Math 1314 – 4W001, Fall 2009  

 COLLEGE ALGEBRA-ONLINE 
 

Instructor: Habib Y. Far    Office: F-249  

Phone: (936) 273-7093     Fax: (936) 273-7041 
Email: habib.y.far@lonestar.edu    URL: http://faculty.lonestar.edu/hfar/ 
 
Please read and follow the directions in this document. 
 
Steps required for students to follow: 
 
1. Before you register for this course please read the syllabus and the orientation to make sure this 

course fits your need and your capabilities. 
2. Register for the course. 
3. Purchase the book (see required materials and purchasing options) 
4. Contact (email) the instructor for the Course ID. (NO LATER THAN 8/29/2009)  
5. Go to www.MyMathLab.com. 

If you are a first time user of MyMathLab, click on Student Register. MyMathLab redirects to 
www.coursecompass.com where you need to click on Student Register again. Follow the steps and 
enter Access Code when you are asked or purchase the Access Code online. To do the latter, you 
need the Course ID that I provide. Our college zip code is 77384. 

If you have used MyMathLab before and your account is still active, log into your account and click 
on Enroll in a New Course and follow the directions.  

6. Log into the course by clicking on College Algebra-Online, Fall 2009. From main page, go to 
MyMathLab Installation Wizard and follow the direction. MyMathLab will check your PC and 
installs the necessary plug-ins needed on Your PC. (MathXL) 

7. Take the Tour How to Enter Answers Using the MathXL Player. 
8. Start your homework by clicking on DO HOMEWORK. 

Required Materials: 
• J.S. Ratti, Marcus McWaters, College Algebra, Pearson Addison Wesley, 2008.  
• Graphing Calculator 
• MyMathLab access code 

Purchasing Options: 
• You can purchase the book bundled with Access Code packet at LSC-Montgomery bookstore or 

from online vendors. 
• Students who do not see any need in purchasing the book can purchase MyMathLab Access Code 

packet at our bookstore or from publisher’s website (easiest option). 
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Course Campus Main Page 
 

 
 
Course Menu: 
 

 

Announcements are posted on first page of the course. My primary mode of 
communication is email. These announcements can be form MyMathLab server 
administrator about downtimes. If for any reason www.mymathlab.com is not 
working or is under maintenance, go to www.mathxl.com or www.mystat.com.  
 
Gardebook is where you check you homework and Tests grades. If a grade is 
missing, make sure you select “All Chapters”. 
 
Study plan: Utilizing Study Plan is strictly optional.  Most students do not look 
at this area, but you should feel free to try it out.  The two most important ways 
to prepare for examinations in this course are to study the homework problems 
and study the exam reviews.  If you’re feeling really ambitious, you may want to 
try out the Study Plan area as well. 
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DO HOMEWORK 
 

 
 
Homework: There are 32 homework assignments corresponding to the proposed calendar for the 
semester. All homework assignments can be done multiple times, can be corrected immediately, and can 
be done partially but the pre-designated deadlines have to be met. That is, you can start an assignment, 
finish few problems, logout, login some later time, and do a few more problems. Computer will give you 
an immediate feedback on your answers. You can try a problem multiple times, use guided solution, or 
consult your textbook on how to work on that specific problem. As soon as all exercises in a homework 
assignment are done correctly, or to your satisfaction, then hand in the assignment. These homework 
assignments can be done on campus or at any location of your choosing. As we will see, most exercises in 
these homework assignments require a free response, that is, after reading the question, you work the 
problem on paper, then enter the answer, using keyboard. You should make sure that you are comfortable 
with mathematical writing as are demonstrated in your textbook through examples and exercises. As it is 
shown in next picture, every needed help is at your disposal: 

Tests: In addition to a comprehensive final exam that will take place on last week of each semester, 
there are four tests in a semester. These four tests are written tests, independent of MyMathLab, and are 
done on paper at a Lone Star College testing center of your choosing. There is a window of one week to 
take each test. The grades will be posted on MyMathLab as soon as all collected and graded. Tests and 
homework are assigned, in order, and appropriate to the proposed calendar for the semester. 

Final Exam: As the result of limited time at the end of each semester, Final Exam has to be taken only 
at LSC-Montgomery Testing Center. 

Make-up Exams: Since this is an online class and you have one week to take any test, then there are no 
make-up exams.  You will receive a grade of zero if you miss a test or a homework set. 
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A typical exercise screen 
 

 
 
Help Me Solve This: Takes you step by step and shows you how to work the problem. 
View an Example: Regenerates a new problem that you can try. 
Textbook: Takes you to the pages of book corresponding to this exercise. 
Video: An instructor shows you how to work the problem. 
Ask My Instructor: Emails the question and your comments to me. 
Template to the left is needed for entering answers that are not simple real numbers. 
Similar Exercise:  Regenerates a new problem that you can finish for credit. 
Check the answer will check your answer and gives you immediate feedback. 
You can Save after all exercises are done or after each exercise. MyMathLab is “real time”. I see the 
results even if you forget to click on Save. 
 
 
Please contact Lone Star College Testing Centers for their working hours.    

LSC-M Testing Center: (936) 273-7377  LSC-K Testing Center: (281) 312-1476  
LSC-T Testing Center: (281) 357-3698  LSC-NH Testing Center: (281) 618-5744  
LSC-CF Testing Center: (281) 290-3220  LSC-Fairbanks Center: (832) 782-5034 LSC-
Parkway Center: (281) 260-3516   LSC-Carver Center: (281) 260-3516 

LSC-Willow Chase Center: (281) 401-5314 
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Supplemental Materials on MyMathLab: 
 

 This area has the following important and interesting links. 
 

 
 

 This area catalogues all of the course’s multimedia material in one place.  Many of 
my students don’t watch the videos, but a number of students who have watched them have reported to 
me that they really helped.  The PowerPoint slides are the same slides I use to deliver my classroom 
lectures, but I personally feel students are better off ignoring these and just reading the textbook. The 
textbook in .pdf form may also be accessed in this area. 
 

 
 
Tutoring: You are welcome to come by my office during regularly scheduled office hours for extra help.  
You are also, as has been stated previously, welcome to email me with any questions you may have. 
Montgomery College Extended Learning Center staffs number of tutors available to students on first 
come first save bases. Please take advantage of all available to you. 
 
Concluding Remarks: This is a binding and working document and subject to change. Please send your 
corrections and suggestions to me at habib.y.far@lonestar.edu. Thank you and have a good semester. 
 


